Death of Pompey                     448
"friends easily become foes " The guardians of the young king sent a smooth answer, bidding Pornpey welcome The water being shallow, they dispatched Achillas, a prefect in the king's army, and Septmuus, a Roman officei, whom Pompey personally knew, with a boat to conduct him on shore His wife and fnends distrusted the tone of the reception, and begged him. to wait till he could land with his own guard The presence of Septirnius gave Pompey confidence Weak men, when in difficulties, fall into a kind of despairing fatalism, as if tired of contending longer with adverse fortune Pompey stepped into the boat, and when out of arrow-shot from the ship was murdered under his wife's eyes His head was cut off and earned away His body was left lying on the sands A man who had been once his slave, and had been set fiee by him, gathered a few sticks and burnt it tliere, and thus the last rites were bestowed upon one whom, a few months before, CsBsar himself would have been content to acknowledge as his superior
So ended Pompey the Great History has dealt tenderly with him on account of his misfortunes, and has not refused him deserved admiration for qualities as rare in his age as they were truly excellent His capacities as a soldier were not extiaoidinary He had risen to distinction by his honesty The pirates who had swept the Mediterranean had bought their impunity by a tiibute paid to senators and governors They were suppressed instantly when a commaudei was sent against them whom they were unable to bnbe The conquest of Asia was no less easy to a man who could resist temptations to ennch himself The worst enemy of Pompey never charged him with corruption or rapacity. So far as he was himself